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TAKE FIVE 
PEER EDITING THAT WORKS 

 
Interactive “Ready – Set – Go” Lessons 

 
 

Target Skills 
 

Collecting Data 
 

Editing 
 

Revising 
 

Critiquing 
 

Core Standards 
 

Writing 
 

W5: With some guidance and support from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting and trying a new approach, focusing on how well 
purpose and audience have been addressed. 
 

Language 
 

L1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
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PEER EDITING 
 

 Data Analysis and Reflection: Perfecting the Product 
 
Formative feedback (suggestions given while pieces are in progress) improves 
student writings far greater than summative feedback (suggestions made after the 
final copy is submitted). Keeping this researched-based fact in mind, always 
conduct a lively discussion and critiquing session that will provide invaluable, 
formative feedback before asking students to submit final drafts. 
 
 

READY…TAKE YOUR INVENTION TO THE CONVENTION 
 
Assign author / editor partners after students have completed an initial draft within 
a selected genre study. Then ask the editors to select either the informal “Take 
Five” Data Analysis or Reflection Sheet (the editing sheet sporting the outline of a 
hand) or the formal “Take Five” Data Analysis or Reflection Sheet (the editing 
sheet without the outline of the hand). Tell the authors to number or highlight five 
sentences that will be the focus of the day’s critique.  Explain that one of the 
“Take Five” sheets will be returned to the author and / or submitted with the final 
copy of the author’s piece. 
 
 
SET…ENCOURAGE THE PUBLIC TO TEST DRIVE YOUR INVENTION 
AND OFFER FEEDBACK 
 
Review the criteria that the editors will be concentrating on, or conduct a mini-
lesson to empower editors to formulate interesting, constructive feedback.  Mini-
lessons may highlight infusing risk strategies, encouraging sentence variety, 
modeling vivid verb usage, avoiding run-ons, using sophisticated transitions, etc. 
Once the focus of the critique is clear, instruct pairs to switch papers, read, write, 
question and discuss the data gathered and reflections made. 
 
 
GO…IMPROVE YOUR INVENTION AND SELL IT TO MOTIVATED 
BUYERS 
 
After the feedback session, ask for volunteers to share the data that was most 
helpful or the reflections that were noted by their editors. Tell authors to make 
changes to their drafts, get an editor they trust to check for spelling or grammatical 
errors, and announce the publication or presentation date. 
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“Take Five” Data Analysis and Reflection Sheet 
 

Author_________________   Editor__________________ 
 

Directions: 
1.  Number the first five sentences of the paper you have received.  
2. Then, above each finger below, write: 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Next, on each finger write: 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Write a reflection comment in the palm of the hand.  
 
5. When you are finished, sign and return this paper along with the writing piece you 
have analyzed to the author unless you are instructed otherwise. 

Reflection 
 

____________________ 
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________ 

Reflection 
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________

_______________ 
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“Take Five” Data Analysis and Reflection Sheet 
 

Author: Tom Maguire              Editor: Kelly Weldon 
 

Directions: 
1. Number the first five sentences in paragraph #___ of the paper you have received.  
 
2. Then, above each finger below, list any five verbs in that paragraph. 
 
3. Next, on each finger label the type of sentence used by the author. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Write a reflection comment in the palm of the hand.  
 
5. When you are finished, sign and return this paper along with the writing piece you 
have analyzed to the author unless you are instructed otherwise. 

Reflection 
The author demonstrated his 
ability to use a variety of 
sentence patterns. With a few 
changes to his verb 
selections, the piece will be 
outstanding. 
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“Take Five” Data Analysis and Reflection Sheet 
 

Author: Sam Mattuchi             Editor: Ann Joyal 
 

Directions: 
1.  Number the first five sentences of the snapshot. 
 
2. Then, above each finger note the number of words you count in each sentence. 
 
3. Next, on each finger list the first word of each sentence. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Write a reflection comment in the palm of the hand.  
 
5. When you are finished, sign and return this paper along with the writing piece you 
have analyzed to the author unless you are instructed otherwise. 

Reflection 
You had several sentences that 
opened with strong words (e.g. 
Although, After, Sounds). Since 
all five sentences were similar in 
length, I would consider 
changing 1 or 2 to mix it up a bit. 
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“Take Five” Data Analysis and Reflection Sheet 
 

Author: Julie Mitchell             Editor: Carol Becker 
 

Directions: 
1.  Look at the 5 sentences highlighted by the author, and number them.  
 
2. Then, on each finger write the compositional risk, sophisticated word choice or 

advanced sentence structure used in each sentence. 
 
3. Next, above each finger number your favorite sentences from 1st – 5th. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Write a reflection comment in the palm of the hand about your 1st and 2nd choices.  
 
5. When you are finished, sign and return this paper along with the writing piece you 
have analyzed to the author unless you are instructed otherwise. 

Reflection 
My first and second 
choices were: “simmering 
soup” (I could smell and 
hear it.) and “smiling sun” 
(I could picture that.). The 
“S” sounds made life 
seem slow. 
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“Take Five” Data Analysis and Reflection Sheet 
 

Author________________   Editor__________________ 
 

Directions: 
 
1. Number the first five sentences of the paper you have received.  
 
2. Then, in the boxes below, write__________________________________ 
 
 

#1 
#2 
#3 
#4 

#5 
 
3. Next, write__________________________________________________ 
 
 
#1 
#2 
#3 
#4 
#5 
 
4. Write a reflection comment here: 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
5. When you are finished, sign and return this paper along with the writing 
piece you have analyzed to the author, unless you are instructed otherwise. 
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“Take Five” Data Analysis and Reflection Sheet 
 

Author: Tom Maguire   Editor: Kelly Weldon 
 

Directions: 
1.  Number the first five sentences in paragraph #3 of the paper 
you have received.  
 
2. Then, in the boxes below, write any five verbs in that paragraph. 
 
 

#1       were 
#2       walked 
#3       looked 
#4       were 
#5       looked 

 
 
3. Next, write the type of sentence used by author for the first 5 
sentences of paragraph #3. 
 
 
#1      simple sentence 
#2      complex sentence 
#3      complex sentence 
#4      simple sentence 
#5      compound sentence 
 
 
4. Write a reflection comment here: The author demonstrated his 
ability to use a variety of sentence patterns. With a few changes to 
his verb selections, the paragraph will be outstanding. 
 
 
5. When you are finished, sign and return this paper along with the 
writing piece you have analyzed to the author unless you are 
instructed otherwise. 
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You May Also Like:

ELAseminars.com

Easy to Execute Lessons for
English Language Arts Teachers at: 

Writer’s Notebook CD ELA PowerPoints

http://elaseminars.com/
http://pinterest.com/elaseminars/
http://www.facebook.com/ELAseminars?ref=hl
http://elaseminars.com
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Writers-Notebook
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Adjectives-PowerPoint-1 

